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Ritter Park to be Dedicated

NEW ALBANY, Ind. – The park located adjacent to the S. Ellen Jones Elementary School will be formally dedicated on Saturday, August 15th in honor of New Albany native and Roman Catholic prelate Cardinal Joseph Ritter. The dedication, which is open to the public, will take place at noon at the corner of 13th and Oak Streets across the street from the Ritter house.  The event is being held in conjunction with the second annual S. Ellen Neighborhood Festival which will take place from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on that date.
The New Albany-Floyd County Parks and Recreation Department approved the name change to Ritter Park at the request of the Cardinal Ritter Birthplace Foundation which is rehabilitating the Ritter house.  The frame structure, which was built as a combination storefront bakery and residence, will ultimately house non-profit social service organizations that provide needed services in the community.  
“The Ritter home has a landmark presence in the S. Ellen Jones neighborhood and is prominently sited across the street from the park,” stated David Hock, President of the Cardinal Ritter Birthplace Foundation.  “Ritter’s legacy of social justice and tolerance for diverse people has relevance in today’s world and honoring his name with the park can hopefully inspire New Albany residents to model their lives after this outstanding native son.”  

Cardinal Ritter attended St. Mary’s parish in New Albany and Saint Meinrad Seminary in Southern Indiana and began his career with the church in Indianapolis, quickly assuming the role as assistant to the bishop.  He was installed as the first Archbishop of Indianapolis in 1944.  He later became Archbishop of St. Louis.  Ritter is known for desegregating Indianapolis and St. Louis parochial schools, speaking out against the Ku Klux Klan, and encouraging ecumenical dialogue amongst different faith groups.  Pope John XXIII elevated Ritter to the position of Cardinal in 1960; he is the only Catholic clergyman from Indiana to hold such a high rank in the Catholic Church. 
The noon dedication event will include an unveiling and blessing of the park signs by local clergymen and brief remarks by local government officials and Cardinal Ritter Birthplace Foundation President David Hock. 
